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Monday, December 8, 2025 
Place: Shirley Acres, 217 Woerner Road, Houston, 77090 
Time: 11:30 a.m. Call to Order, Lunch, Business meeting, 
1:00 p.m. Adjournment 
Reservations: Click HERE by 9:00 AM, Fri., Dec. 5, 2025   
Contact Judi Thompson with questions: 832-368-6848 
Lunch $32.00, or $5.00 for beverages and meeting only.  
Walk-ins and late reservations $37.00 
Make checks payable to “Shirley Acres.” 
To pay 2026 dues, see Kathy Crosby, 2nd VP/Membership 
at the membership table. 
  
 

NWFRW’s Annual Christmas 
Extravaganza is on December 
8th, and the club welcomes 
Ben Miller as the energetic 
and talented entertainment! 
Ben currently plays at Two 
Tones Dueling Piano Bar in the 
Woodlands and leads the Praise 
Worship Band at Klein United 
Methodist Church. There will 

be Door Prizes and prizes for the Most Festive, Most 
Vintage, Most Unique, Most Republican and 
Merriest Gentleman, so be sure to wear your 
“Holiday Best.” 
Santa will make an appearance, and he will be checking 
his naughty and nice list. Be sure and get your picture 
taken with the jolly fellow. Champagne will be available 
for $5.00 a glass (cash). Make your reservations NOW, 
and let’s celebrate this joyous holiday season and the end 
of an outstanding year for NWFRW. 
Please remember to bring small stuffed teddy bears/
animals for the Constables to keep in their patrol cars 
for children they encounter while on duty. Enjoy the 
season, and be ready to start to work in January. The 
primaries will be here March 3, 2026, and there is much 
to do to get the best Republicans elected in November. 
   

As 2025 comes to an end, NWFRW is 
proud to reflect on another outstanding 
year, made possible by each of you. 
To g e t h e r m a n y t h i n g s w e r e 
accomplished, but to highlight a few: 
the club hosted a highly successful 
judicial petition signing event where 
more than 30 judicial candidates 
secured over 100 signatures each; provided generous 
support to Camp Hope, The Dictionary Project, and 
Wreaths Across America; awarded the Priscilla Petty 
Scholarship to an exceptional high school senior; and 
carried on the New Member Meet and Greet events with 
exciting speakers. Recently announced is the upcoming 
2026 fundraiser, The Honorable Roast, set for 
February 12, 2026, at Northgate Country Club. Also, 
NWFRW proudly received distinguished club awards 
at both the NFRW and TFRW conventions!  
With 2026 on the horizon, the club is heading into an 
exceptionally active year for Republican politics– one 
filled with countless opportunities to volunteer, engage, 
and make a meaningful impact. Your involvement has 
never been more vital to help NWFRW work to elect 
strong Republican leaders at every level. Be sure to 
read the Potpourri from start to finish; it’s packed 
with valuable information to keep you fully “in the 
know” on all things political and Republican. Make 
plans now to attend monthly meetings with engaging 
and knowledgeable speakers.  
I am looking forward to working alongside the newly 
elected 2026 officers – Paige Harr, 1st VP for Programs; 
Kathy Crosby, 2nd VP for Membership; Marcia 
Fitzpatrick, 3rd VP for Political Activities; Susan 
Thompson, Secretary; Amy Uribe, Treasurer; and 
Gaynell Lira, PAC Treasurer. Heartfelt thanks go to the 
outgoing officers and board members for their dedicated 
service. Wishing each of you a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year!  

Keeping Freedom Alive 
THRIVE IN ‘25! 

NORTHWEST FOREST REPUBLICAN WOMEN 

P o t p o u r r i  
An Award-Winning Federated Club 

Houston ~ North Harris County 
Founded June 1974 

www.northwestforestrepublicanwomen.org 
info@northwestforestrepublicanwomen.org 

 

TFRW Region 17, Senate District 7 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE      Lauren Lothringer Maywald 

1ST VP/PROGRAMS                                   Marcia Fitzpatrick

https://www.northwestforestrepublicanwomen.org/luncheon-form/


 

NWFRW BOARD 2025 OFFICERS 
President 
	 Lauren Lothringer Maywald 
1st Vice President Programs 
	 Marcia Fitzpatrick 
2nd Vice President Membership 
	 Kathy Crosby 
3rd Vice President Political Activities                           
	 Anna Vierling 
Secretary	 	  
	 Susan Thompson 
Treasurer 
	 Lisa Migl 
PAC Treasurer 
	 Gaynell Lira 
	 	  
COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Americanism/Caring for America 
	 Ana Carson, Merry Keith 
Awards 
	 Gay Garrett 
Bylaws 
	 Carolyn Rogers 
Chaplain 
	 Tracie Anderson 
Historian 
	 LaDonna MacDonald 
Hospitality	  
	 Mary Ann Vandermark      
Legislative 
	 Dana Khan 
Liaison to Council 
	 Dana Hines 
Alternate to Council    
	 Tracine Gibson 
Newsletter 	  
	  Katie Radcliffe 
Parliamentarian 
	 Tracine Gibson 
Publicity 
	 Sierra Johannessen 
Reservations  
    Judi Thompson 
Scholarship 
	 Paula Georgina, Judy Gordon 
Voter Registration 
	 Shirley Kitchens, Barbara Young 
Website and Social Media 
	 Heidi Furlong, Nicole Peters 
Yearbook/Directory 
	 Marti Schwind 
Immediate Past President 
     Nancy Radcliffe          

Call to Order. 1st VP/Programs Marcia Fitzpatrick on behalf of President Lauren Lothringer Maywald 
called the NWFRW General Meeting to order at approximately 11:30 AM on Monday, Nov. 10, 2025.  
Invocation, Pledge to the American and Texas Flag and a Veterans Day recognition was shared 
by Cindy Eschenburg on behalf of Chaplain Tracie Anderson.  
Welcome. 3rd VP/Political Activities Anna Vierling greeted, then introduced elected officials, 
their representatives and candidates for office. She also welcomed all military veterans and 
members of other Republican clubs.  
Meeting Program. 1st VP/Programs Marcia Fitzpatrick introduced Randolph Russell, speaker 
and author of American History in No Time. He discussed the importance of understanding the 
history of the country as foundational to preserving democracy and the republic, and he 
enumerated the various principles addressed in his book. Mr. Russell concluded with a beautiful 
rendition of “God Bless America” on the saxophone. 

LUNCH  
Approval of the Minutes. The minutes of the NWFRW October 13, 2025, General Meeting were  
approved as printed in the Potpourri and will be filed with the secretary.  
Treasurer Lisa Migl gave the Treasurer’s report, and it will be filed with the minutes.  
PAC Treasurer Gaynell Lira gave the PAC Treasurer’s report, and it will be filed with the minutes.  
1st VP/Programs Marcia Fitzpatrick announced that plans were underway for the December 8th 
General Meeting, which will feature entertainment by Ben Miller, a pianist at the Two Tones 
Dueling Piano Bar in the Woodlands and Praise Worship leader at Klein United Methodist Church. 
Santa will also be in attendance. Door prizes and prizes for holiday attire will be awarded. Teddy 
bears and other small stuffed animals will be collected for distribution by local Constables.  
2nd VP/Membership Kathy Crosby recognized guests and reported 2026 membership dues of 
$45 and for associate members, $30, are being accepted. She noted that membership in NWFRW 
also includes membership in the Texas Federation of Republican Women and National Federation 
of Republican Women.  
3rd VP/Political Activities Anna Vierling reported that primary runoff elections will be held on 
March 3, 2026, and multiple candidates will be vying for the same positions.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS  
Dana Hines/Liasion to Council reported that the Greater Houston Council will meet on Tuesday,  
November 18, 2025 at 9:30 am.  
Pam Hughes reminded members that Wreaths Across America is still accepting donations. A 
portion of the donation goes to Camp Hope; the goal is to raise $1,000 for the camp. Contact Pam 
Hughes with questions.  
Marcia Fitzpatrick on behalf of Sue Kikis reminded members of the opportunity to participate in 
The Dictionary Project. A $96 donation will purchase a case of dictionaries to be distributed to 
third grade students in Spring and Klein Title 1 schools. Any donation amount is appreciated. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS None  
NEW BUSINESS  
2026 Officers Elected. Marcia Fitzpatrick, 1st VP/Programs, presented the Nominating Committee’s 
recommended slate of officers for 2026: 
	 President: Lauren Lothringer Maywald  
	 First Vice President/Programs: Paige Harr  
	 Second Vice President/Membership: Kathy Crosby  
	 Third Vice President/Political Activities: Marcia Fitzpatrick  
	 Secretary: Susan Thompson  
	 Treasurer: Amy Uribe  
	 PAC Treasurer: Gaynell Lira 
Marcia Fitzpatrick welcomed any other nominations from the floor. With no floor nominations, 
the membership elected the officers as presented and the officers-elect were installed by Ronnye 
Cowell, TFRW Board Member and Woman of Distinction.  
NWFRW Awards. Marcia Fitzpatrick announced that four members attended the TFRW convention 
in San Antonio. NWFRW received the John Goodwin Tower award from TFRW and the Diamond 
award from NFRW.  
NWFRW Fundraiser. Marcia Fitzpatrick asked members to calendar Thursday, February 12, 
2026, the date of the club’s fundraiser. See Dana Khan for questions. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
NWFRW Board Meeting – Monday, November 17, 2025, 6:30 PM, GHWB Community Center, 
6827 Cypresswood Dr., Spring, TX 77379  
GHC Meeting – Tuesday, November 18, 2026, 9:30 AM Trini Mendenhall, 1414 Wirt Rd., Houston, 
TX 77055  
NWFRW General Meeting Christmas Extravaganza – Monday, December 8, 2025, 11:30 AM, 
Shirley Acres, 217 Woerner Rd., Houston, TX 77090  
NWFRW Fundraiser – Thursday, February 12, 2026, 6:00 PM, Northgate Country Club, 17110 
Northgate Forest Dr., Northgate, TX 77068  

ADJOURNMENT  
The meeting adjourned at approximately 12:45 PM. 

MINUTES, November 10, 2025                                Susan Thompson



 
 

BRING YOUR MEMBERSHIP PAYMENT TO THE 
DECEMBER 8TH GENERAL MEETING!  

Membership renewals will continue to be accepted during the 
December meeting. The club is off to a good start building 
membership for the new year, but if you haven’t rejoined, please 
do as soon as possible. Renewing members have the option to pay 
by cash, check or credit card, which will include a nominal fee. 
And…Yes, ALL members MUST complete the entire membership 
form.  
New members can continue to join in December if paying with 
cash or checks. Checks must be dated January 1, 2026. However, 
for accounting reasons, we cannot accept credit card payment from 
new members until January. New members will start receiving all 
NWFRW communication immediately, but it will be January 
before you will become a member of the state and national 
federated RW organizations. Everyone will still need to pay 
Shirley Acres for their lunch with cash or a check, separately 
from dues! 

The cost for primary membership is $45 and $30 for an associate 
membership, which includes women who are primary members in 
another federated club or an enlightened gentleman. Name badges 
are also available to be purchased for $10. If you have any 
questions, call 713-501-1105 or email kathyvcrosby@gmail.com. 
Let’s keep NWFRW’s Super Jumbo club status and continue the 
membership growing. PLEASE BRING A GUEST TO OUR 
DECEMBER Christmas Extravaganza! 

“Come a Guest, Leave a Member!” 
 

          
As the holiday season is here, please consider bringing some 
of the urgently needed items listed below to the December 
8th General Meeting to support the men at Camp Hope. 
These items are also listed on Amazon where they can be 
ordered online and delivered directly to the camp. Checks made 
out to Camp Hope are also accepted, tax-deductible, and 
gratefully appreciated. Thank you, as always, for the wonderful 
generosity you show to the Camp Hope veterans! 
Urgently needed items: Adidas Men’s Kaptir 3.0 Shoe; sizes 
7.5-14.0; 10-piece Pack of Shower Loofahs; CloroxPro Clorox 
Germicidal Bleach, 121 oz. bottle; Bedsure GentleSoft Fleece 
Blanket Twin Size Grey-300GSM Lightweight; iHealth 
COVID-19 Antigen Rapid Test, 1 Pack, 5 Tests Total;Simply Air 
Filter, MERV 8, MPR 600, 6 Pack: 12x24x1, 14x25x1, 16x25x1, 
18x20x1, 20x20x1, 20x25x1,20x30x1; Filter King 16x25x2 Air 
Filter, MERV 8 HVAC Pleated AC Air Filters, 6 Pack;NIVEA 
Intense Healing Body Lotion, 72-Hour Body Moisturizer, 16.9 Fl 
Oz Pump Bottle; C&H Sugar Packets, 0.1 Oz, (Pack of 2000); 
Avery Heavy-Duty View 3-Ring Binder, 5” One-Touch EZD 
Rings, White; 2-Pack; Angel Soft Toilet Paper, 48 Mega Rolls; 
Clothes Hangers, Plastic 40-Pack, Black;Crest Pro Health 
Advance Mouthwash, Fresh Mint, 1 L, 2-Pack; TOSHIBA 50” 
Classic C350 Series LED 4K UHD Smart Fire TV; Nestle Coffee 
Mate Coffee Creamer, French Vanilla, Liquid Creamer Singles 
(Pack of 180). 
Thank you!  

As the year comes to a close, keep an eye on important dates 
coming up for the 2026 election cycle. NWFRW will be preparing 
for an extremely busy and exciting election season. 

2026 Primary Candidate Filing Information  
Filing Period: Saturday, November 8, 2025 – Monday, 
December 8, 2025 at 6:00 PM  
Ballot Draw: Thursday, December 18, 2025 at 5:00 PM 

Many of the primary elections on Tuesday, March 3, 2026, will 
have several Republican candidates running for the same positions. 
It’s critical to remember NWFRW’s fairness policy about not 
endorsing one Republican candidate over another on behalf of the 
club. If you have any questions about this, please feel free to ask 
President Lauren Lothringer Maywald or me. 

As the primary election gets closer, harrisvotes.com is a good 
source of information. Research the candidates, attend 
NWFRW meetings, and go to campaign events to learn as much 
as you can about who is running in each position.  

 

All 17 constitutional amendments passed on November 4, 2025. 
Most of the propositions relate to tax cuts and exemptions, 
making this election one of the most focused on taxes in Texas 
history. Here are the highlights:  
Tax Exemptions  
• Proposition 2: bans capital gains tax in the state.  

• Proposition 6: will prohibit taxation of certain securities (i.e., 
taxes on financial service providers like stock exchanges and 
broker dealers).  

• Proposition 8: bans inheritance taxes in the state.  

• Proposition 5: creates exemptions to lower livestock feed 
prices for retail sales.  

Property Tax Amendments  
• Proposition 13: increases the school tax exemption for 
residential homesteads from $100,000 to $140,000.  

• Proposition 11: will increase this exemption by an additional 
$60,000 for senior citizens and those suffering from certain 
disabilities.  

AMERICANISM/                                               Ana Carson
CARING FOR AMERICA                                Merry Keith

3rd VP/POLITICAL ACTIVITIES                 Anna Vierling

NWFRW 2026 OFFICERS ELECTED 
The following Executive Officers were elected at the November 
general meeting for 2026: 

President: Lauren Lothringer Maywald  
First Vice President/Programs: Paige Harr  

Second Vice President/Membership: Kathy Crosby  
Third Vice President/Political Activities: Marcia Fitzpatrick  

Secretary: Susan Thompson  
Treasurer: Amy Uribe  

PAC Treasurer: Gaynell Lira 
Congratulations to these members, and thank you for being willing 
to serve! Please let President Lauren Lothringer Maywald know if 
you are interested in serving on the board for 2026.

2ND VP/MEMBERSHIP                                   Kathy Crosby

LEGISLATIVE                                                     Dana Khan

mailto:kathyvcrosby@gmail.com
http://www.harrisvotes.com


• Proposition 7: allows for an ad valorem taxation exemption 
for surviving spouses of veterans who passed away as a result 
of a condition or disease connected to their service.  

• Proposition 9: will increase the inventory and equipment tax 
exemption for businesses from $2,500 to $125,000.  

• Proposition 10: will allow homeowners whose homes were 
destroyed by fire an additional exemption.  

• Proposition 17: will provide exemptions from taxation on 
certain real property located in counties that border Mexico and 
have border security infrastructure installed.  

Other Propositions that Approved Funding for Important 
Initiatives  
• Proposition 1: creates the permanent technical institution 
infrastructure fund and the available workforce education fund 
to support the Texas State Technical College.  

• Proposition 4: directs $1 billion annually for 20 years to the 
development and maintenance of infrastructure related to 
Texas’ water supply.  

• Proposition 14: dedicates $3 billion over 10 years for 
research to prevent and treat dementia, Alzheimer’s, 
Parkinson’s, and related disorders.  

Because the Texas Legislature only meets every two years in 
odd-numbered years, there will not be a regular session in 
2026. However, a special session may be called by the 
Governor at any time during an even-numbered year to address 
specific issues. The 90th Regular Session is scheduled to 
convene at noon on January 12, 2027. 

RESOURCES: 
https://capitol.texas.gov/ 
https://legiscan.com/TX 
https://natlawreview.com/article/ 

 
Visit www.northwestforestrepublicanwomen.org for useful information and informative articles. 

This is not an endorsement by the President, the Campaign Chair, or the Club. It is information for members to be engaged and stay informed. Pol. Ad. paid for by Northwest 
Forest RW PAC, Gaynell Lira, PAC Treasurer, 15455 Canterbury Forest, Apt. 314, Tomball, TX 77377. Contributions are not federal tax deductible as charitable 
contributions. Corporate contributions are not permitted. Solicitations made by federal candidates and officeholders are limited by federal law. The federal candidates and 
officeholders are soliciting only donations of up to $2800 from individuals and up to $5000 from multi-candidate political committees. They are not soliciting donations in any 
amount from corporations, labor organizations, national banks, federal contractors, or foreign nationals.  
December 5: Reservation Deadline, 9:00 AM, Lunch Reservations link  HERE 
December 8: NWFRW General Meeting, Christmas Extravaganza, 11:30 AM, Shirley Acres, 217 Woerner Road, Houston, TX   
December 11: NWFRW 2026 Board Retreat, 6:30 PM, GHWB Community Center, 6827 Cypresswood Drive, Spring, TX 77379 
NO 2025 BOARD MEETIG IN DECEMBER! 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
January 9: Reservation Deadline, 9:00 AM, Lunch Reservations link  HERE 
January 12: NWFRW General Meeting, 11:30 AM, Shirley Acres, 217 Woerner Road, Houston, TX

PICTURE GALLERY                              November Meeting

https://capitol.texas.gov/
https://legiscan.com/TX
https://natlawreview.com/article/election-day-update-texas-voters-approve-all-17-constitutional-amendments
https://www.northwestforestrepublicanwomen.org/luncheon-form/
https://www.northwestforestrepublicanwomen.org/luncheon-form/


PLEASE PRINT 

Name:  Date 

Home Address:    

City/Zip:  Subdivision: 

Registered Voter?* Yes Your Senate District # Birthday (Month & Day) 
(Must be Registered Voter to join)* 

Home Phone: Work Phone: 

Cell Phone:*  Occupation:* 

Email Address:*   Spouse’s Name: 
(NWFRW Newsletter and information, including National and State Federations, news is sent to you by email.) 

Membership Fees: 

Primary $45 New ____Renew____ Check#________Cash ____Credit ____Badge $10 ____ 

Associate $30 New ____Renew____ Check#________Cash ____Credit ____Badge $10 ____ 
(Available to men and to women who are primary members of another Federated Republican Women’s club) 

NWFRW offers many opportunities to volunteer. Please let us know your interests and your skills: 
Please check the following committee(s) on which you may wish to serve: 

□ Americanism – Promote Patriotism
□ Historian – Compile a scrapbook for the President’s term of office
□ Hospitality – Meet and greet members and/or collect money for luncheon
□ Legislative – Track pending Bills in the Texas Legislature and Congress
□ Membership – Record membership and plan occasional events
□ Phone – Relay information to members
□ Political Activities – Assist with getting Republicans elected to office and informing membership
□ Publicity – Disseminate NWFRW information to the community
□ Scholarship – Annual NWFRW Priscilla Petty $1,500 Scholarship
□ Voter Registration – Be deputized voter registrar
□ Ways & Means – Help plan and execute a biennial fundraiser

Skills: 
Attention to Details Bookkeeping 

Marketing  Organizational Skills Planning Public Speaking Other 

Signature:* Member who referred you:  

*Required to comply with the Texas Ethics Commission and publication of our members’ info in our Directory.

Please mail this form with your check, payable to “NWFRW PAC” to: 
Kathy Crosby, 2nd Vice President Membership

2 Oak Hollow Circle, Cypress, TX 77429
Political Advertising paid for by Northwest Forest Republican Women PAC 

NORTHWEST FOREST REPUBLICAN WOMEN 
202� MEMBERSHIP & RENEWAL DUES FORM 

MUST BE A REGISTERED VOTER* OCCUPATION REQUIRED* 
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