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NE X T  M E E T ING   

Monday, February 9, 2026 
Place: Shirley Acres, 217 Woerner Road, Houston, 77090 
Time: 11:30 a.m. Call to Order, Lunch, Business meeting, 
1:00 p.m. Adjournment 
Reservations: Click HERE by 9:00 AM, Fri., Feb. 6, 2026   
Contact Judi Thompson with questions: 832-368-6848 
Lunch $32.00, or $5.00 for beverages and meeting only.  
Walk-ins and late reservations $37.00 
Make checks payable to “Shirley Acres.” 
To pay 2026 dues, see Kathy Crosby, 2nd VP/Membership 
at the membership table. 
  

NWFRW proudly welcomes 
Representative Tom Oliverson, 
HD 130, as the February 9th 
general meeting speaker. Dr. 
Oliverson was selected to be the Vice-
Chair of the House Republican Caucus 
during the 88th Legislative Session. He 
also serves on the House Public Health 
committee, the Healthcare Reform 
select-committee, and as the Chair of 
the Insurance committee.  

Dr. Oliverson has authored legislation on a diverse set of issues 
including: healthcare, education, local government, religious 
freedoms, and the 2nd amendment. He is also active with the 
National Council of Insurance Legislators (NCOIL), where he 
serves as the Chairman of the Workers’ Compensation Insurance 
Committee and as a member of the Executive Committee.  

His other areas of involvement include the National Association of 
Christian Lawmakers, where he is the Chair of the National 
Legislative Council; along with multiple healthcare task forces, 
including the Texas Conservative Coalition American Legislative 
Exchange Council and the National Conference of State 
Legislatures.  

As the primary season is underway, Dr. Oliverson will share 
his insights on the important role primaries play in the election 
process and the best ways for Republican Women to help 
Republicans get elected! Make your reservations NOW, so you 
don’t miss this information. Remember to bring a guest! 

It is officially less than THREE weeks away 
from NWFRW’s fundraising event – The 
Honorable Roast – featuring some of our 
l o c a l l e a d e r s : S a m H a r l e s s , S t a t e 
Represenative, HD 126; Former Precinct 4 
Harris County Commissioner, Jack Cagle; 
Precinct 3 Harris County Commissioner, Tom 
Ramsey; and HC Justice of the Peace, 

Precinct 4, Place 1, Judge Lincoln Goodwin — with another 
exciting announcement happening soon! You will not want to 
miss this event! Do not wait; secure your tickets today, as seats are 
limited. The last time the club had a fundraiser was September 
2023, so this is a very special event and vital to NWFRW to help 
Republicans get elected in the general election. This event is 
1960's election-themed, so get ready to travel back in time!  
A huge thank you to all of our sponsors thus far:  

• Constable Mark Herman – Prime Time  
• Representative Sam Harless – Smoke-Filled Room  
• Commissioner Tom Ramsey – Victory Lap  
• Nancy & Ross Radcliffe – Victory Lap  
• Michelle Bouchard, Candidate for Harris County Republican 

Party Chair – Victory Lap  
• Cindy Siegel, Harris County Republican Party Chair  

– Victory Lap  
• Sue & Tom Kikis – Victory Lap  
• Marty Lancton, Candidate for Harris County Judge  

– Victory Lap  
• Mary Ellen Cox – Campaign Trail  
• Dana & Charles Khan – Campaign Trail  
• John & Sheri Rogge – Campaign Trail  
• Lou Ann & Michael McLaughlin – Campaign Trail  
• Kelly Peterson, Candidate for House District 126 – Valet Sponsor  
• Michael Pratt, Candidate for Congressional District 38 – 

Photography Sponsor  
Early voting for the primary election will begin February 17 – 27, and 
Election Day is March 3, 2026. We are excited to announce that 
NWFRW will be hosting a candidate Meet-and-Greet on February 
19, 5:00 pm – 7:00 pm, at Thistle Draftshop where candidates from 
the local level all the way to statewide are invited and encouraged to 
attend! Come mix, mingle and get to know the candidates – be sure to 
RSVP for this event. The next 6 weeks are sure to be exciting and full 
of many opportunities to get to know each and every candidate. Mark 
your calendars!  

Our Momentum Sticks 
Stand Strong in ‘26! 

NORTHWEST FOREST REPUBLICAN WOMEN 

P o t p o u r r i  
An Award-Winning Federated Club 

Houston ~ North Harris County 
Founded June 1974 

www.northwestforestrepublicanwomen.org 
info@northwestforestrepublicanwomen.org 

 

TFRW Region 17, Senate District 7 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE        Lauren Lothringer Maywald

1ST VP/PROGRAMS                                             Paige Harr

https://www.northwestforestrepublicanwomen.org/luncheon-form/


 

NWFRW BOARD 2026 OFFICERS 
President 
	 Lauren Lothringer Maywald 
1st Vice President Programs 
	 Paige Harr 
2nd Vice President Membership 
	 Kathy Crosby 
3rd Vice President Political Activities                           
	 Marcia Fitzpatrick 
Secretary	 	  
	 Susan Thompson 
Treasurer 
	 Amy Uribe 
PAC Treasurer 
	 Gaynell Lira 
	 	  
COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Americanism/Caring for America 
	 Sarah Disbro, Merry Keith 
Awards 
	 Nancy Baines 
Bylaws 
	 Carolyn Rogers 
Chaplain 
	 Tracie Anderson 
Historian 
	 Linda Connell 
Hospitality	  
	 Mary Ann Vandermark      
Legislative 
	 Pat Fass 
Liaison to Council 
	 Dana Khan 
Alternate to Council    
	 Tracine Gibson 
Newsletter 	  
	  Katie Radcliffe 
Parliamentarian 
	 Tracine Gibson 
Publicity 
	 Sierra Johannessen 
Reservations  
    Judi Thompson 
Scholarship 
	 LaDonna MacDonald, Nicole Peters 
Voter Registration 
	 Gay Garrett, Barbara Young 
Website and Social Media 
	 Heidi Furlong, Nancy Radcliffe 
Yearbook/Directory 
	 Ana Carson 
Immediate Past President 
     Nancy Radcliffe          

Call to Order. President Lauren Lothringer Maywald called the NWFRW General Meeting to 
order at approximately 11:30 AM on Monday, January 12, 2025. She expressed condolences on 
behalf of the club to the family of The Honorable Jon Lindsay, former Texas Senator and HC 
Judge. She also reminded members of the February 12th NWFRW PAC fundraiser. Tickets were 
being sold at the meeting.  
Invocation was led by Georgan Reitmeier, and the Pledges to the American and Texas flags 
were led by the Honorable Sam Harless, HD 126, on behalf of Chaplain Tracie Anderson.  
Welcome. President Maywald introduced 2026 Executive Officer and Board Members. 3rd VP 
Marcia Fitzpatrick greeted, then introduced elected officials, their representatives and candidates 
for office. She also welcomed all military veterans and members of other Republican clubs.  
Meeting Program. 1st VP Programs Paige Harr introduced the three candidates for HD 126, 
Polly Looper, Kelly Peterson, and Stan Stanart, who were participating in today’s forum. She 
also introduced The Honorable Laryssa Korduba, HC Justice of the Peace, Precinct 4, Place 2, 
who served as the moderator. 
LUNCH  
Approval of the Minutes. The minutes of the NWFRW December 9, 2025, general meeting 
were approved as printed in the Potpourri and will be filed with the secretary.  
Treasurer Amy Uribe gave the Treasurer’s report, and it will be filed with the minutes.  
PAC Treasurer Gaynell Lira gave the PAC Treasurer’s report, and it will be filed with the 
minutes.  
1st VP Programs Paige Harr thanked the HD 126 candidates and Judge Korduba for their 
participation in today’s forum. The speaker for the February general meeting will be announced 
in the Febuary Potpourri, so be watching for the next exciting program hosted by NWFRW.  
2nd VP Membership Kathy Crosby reported 2026 primary membership dues of $45 and for 
associate members, $30, are being accepted. She encouraged those who have not renewed as 
well as new members to turn in membership forms and payments as soon as possible. Being a 
member of NWFRW is a great way to stay informed and learn about the candidates.  
3rd VP Political Activities Marcia Fitzpatrick shared the importance of being registered to 
vote by February 2nd, in order to vote in the primary elections. She also shared that February 
20th is the application deadline for a mail-in ballot; early voting will be held February 17-27; 
and the primary election date is March 3rd. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS  
Liasion to GHC Dana Khan shared that the first meeting for 2026 of Greater Houston Council 
(GHC) will be on Tuesday, January 20th, at Mendenhall Communnity Center, at 9:30 AM. “Nuts 
& Bolts” training will be held March 17th. All NWFRW members are automatically members of 
GHC and are encouraged to attend.  
Scholarship Co-Chair Nicole Peters announced that applications for the Priscilla Petty 
Scholarship ($1,500) are being accepted until March 31st. Look for the application on the 
NWFRW website or through a link in the Potpourri. If you are recommending someone for 
consideration, please complete and sign the recommendation section of the application before 
providing the form to the student.  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS None  
NEW BUSINESS  
2026 Budget Approval. President Maywald presented the 2026 budget for NWFRW, which had 
been approved by the Board of Directors at the December board retreat. A motion was made to 
pass the budget as presented. No second was needed. The membership voted to pass the budget 
unanimously.  
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Greater Houston Council General Meeting – Tuesday, January 20, 2026, 9:30 AM, 
Mendenhall Community Center, 1414 Wirt Road, Houston, TX 77055  
NWFRW Board Meeting – Monday, January 26, 2026, 6:30 PM, GHWB Community 
Center, 6827 Cypresswood Dr., Spring, TX 77379  
TFRW Region 14 & District 4 Training, ABCs of Leadership – Monday, February 2, 
2026, 9:00 AM, River Plantation Golf Club, Conroe, TX 77302  
NWFRW General Meeting – Monday, February 9, 2026, 11:00 AM, Shirley Acres, 217 
Woerner Rd., Houston, TX 77090  
NWFRW Fundraiser – Thursday, February 12, 2026, 6:00 PM, Northgate Country Club, 
17110 Northgate Forest Dr., Northgate, TX 77068  
Greater Houston Council Nuts & Bolts Workshop – Tuesday, March 17, 2026, 8:30 AM, 
Mendenhall Community Center, 1414 Wirt Road, Houston, TX 77055 
ADJOURNMENT  
The meeting adjourned at approximately 1:00 PM. 

MINUTES, January 12, 2026                                   Susan Thompson



 

 

Our membership numbers are increasing, but we still have a 
way to go! Currently, our count is 143 Primary and 24 Associate 
Members. To maintain our super jumbo size for 2026, we need to 
bring our primary membership total to at least 200. This assists us 
in making a difference at our local, state, and national levels.  
Additionally, in efforts to be sure that you are included in the 
Directory, membership forms with payment MUST be 
submitted by the February 9th, as the 2026 Directory will be 
available at the March meeting. Attached at the bottom of the 
Potpourri newsletter is the 2026 membership form. The cost is $45 to 
join for primary membership and $30 for an associate membership 
which includes women who are primary members in another 
federated club or enlightened gentlemen. Name badges are also 
available to be purchased for $10. Please complete the entire 
membership form, attach a signed check and return it in an envelope 
as soon as possible or bring it to the February meeting. It is also 
possible to pay for your membership and a badge with a credit card at 
the meetings. If you have any questions or are not sure if you have 
renewed for 2026, don’t hesitate to call (713) 501-1105 or email me 
at kathyvcrosby@gmail.com.  
MORE EXCITING NEWS!  
You’re invited to a Meet-and-Greet on Thursday, February 
19, from 5:00–7:00 PM at Thistle Draftshop. This will be a fun, 
relaxed come-and-go gathering featuring light bites, water, and 
tea. Some candidates who will appear on the primary ballot will 
be in attendance, making this a great opportunity to ask questions, 
hear directly from them, and get to know them personally. This 
event is also a wonderful chance to:  

Connect with fellow members.  
Invite guests who are interested in the club.  
Welcome those who may not be able to attend our luncheons 
but want to learn more and engage with the group.  

RSVP is required for all attendees and guests by Thursday, Feb. 
12th. Please RSVP to info@northwestforestrepublicanwomen.org. 
We hope you’ll join us for an informative and engaging evening. 

“Come a Guest, Leave a Member!” 
 

          
Many thanks to NWFRW members for continued generous 
donations to the veterans at Camp Hope! The residents are 
extremely appreciative when the items are delivered each month. 
Checks made out to Camp Hope are also gratefully accepted and are 
tax-deductible.  
Urgently needed items for February:  
GROCERIES: Seafood; 5-Lbs Bags, Shredded Cheese; Milk; Bread 
(sandwich); Orange Juice; Cranberry Juice; Apple Juice (64 oz. or 
larger); Black Beans #10 cans, Cereal; Coffee Creamer; Pancake 
syrup; Nuts (pecans, almonds, pistachios, peanuts, cashews, etc.) 
CLOTHING – NEW CLOTHES ONLY: Tennis Shoes (Sizes 9–13)  
CLASSROOM & OFFICE SUPPLIES: Postage Stamps; Backpacks  
FACILITIES: Storage Bins  
VITAMINS & MEDICATIONS: DayQuil- PILLS ONLY; NyQuil – 
PILLS ONLY; Mucinex DM; Zinc, Melatonin  
GIFT CARDS: HEB; Kroger; Home Depot; Lowe’s; Target; Walmart  

PLEASE VISIT CAMP HOPE’S AMAZON WISH LIST. 
IT IS UPDATED DAILY. 

“Thank You” 

2026 is going to be a busy year! Buckle up and be ready to 
work. Remember when Republican Women work, we win…..  
The Primary Season is in full swing. The field is full of 
Republican candidates running in many races. Be sure to do your 
due diligence by reading, researching, and attending forums/
events in order to make an informed decision. It is important to 
get the best Republicans elected to represent the Republican Party 
in order to beat the Democrats in November.  
Northwest Forest Republican Women will be sponsoring a 
candidates Meet-and-Greet on February 19th from 5:00-7:00 
PM at Thistle Draftshop 5210 FM 2920, Spring TX 77388. 
This will be a come-and-go event. Attendees will be able to meet, 
talk with the candidates, and pick up yard signs. Watch for a list of 
candidates who will be attending.  
Dates to remember:  

The last day to register to vote in the primary is February 2nd.  
Early Voting begins Feb 17th - Feb 27th.  
Election Day is March 3rd.  

Be sure to get educated and VOTE early. Keep Texas RED and 
turn Harris County RED. Local Precinct Conventions will be held 
Saturday, March 7th. They will be grouped by State Representative 
districts. More information will be coming about this!  
2026 is when Republicans must vote RED in each race up and 
down the ballot. Staying home or not voting all the way down 
the ballot is a vote for the other side. 

 

Remember it’s that time of the year to nominate applicants for 
the Priscilla Petty Scholarship! Established in 2005 in honor of 
NWFRW’s founding member and first president, the current 
amount of the scholarship is $1,500. An applicant must be a 
graduating senior female from a Texas high school who will be 
attending a 4-year accredited university in the fall of 2026, and 
she must be nominated by a primary member of NWFRW. 
If you know someone who would be a good candidate, please reach 
out to her, and if she is interested in applying, you will need to provide 
your nominee with an application. Since a portion of the application is 
your recommendation, please complete that portion before giving 
the application to the student. The deadline is March 31, 2026, so all 
forms should be received by either LaDonna MacDonald or 
Nicole Peters on or before that date. The link to the application is 
below and can be found on the NWFRW  website. If you have any 
questions concerning the application  process, reach out to LaDonna 
(713-598-4240) or Nicole (281-844-6116).  

“Thank You” 

AMERICANISM /                                            Sarah Disbro
CARING FOR AMERICA                                Merry Keith

3rd VP/POLITICAL ACTIVITIES          Marcia Fitzpatrick2ND VP/MEMBERSHIP                                   Kathy Crosby

SCHOLARSHIP         LaDonna MacDonald | Nicole Peters

DOWNLOAD SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

https://www.northwestforestrepublicanwomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Scholarship-Application-NWFRW-2026.pdf
mailto:kathyvcrosby@gmail.com
mailto:info@northwestforestrepublicanwomen.org


The Texas Legislature is in its interim following the 89th 
Legislature’s 2025 adjournment after regular and special 
sessions that delivered key Republican victories. There are 
several new laws that became effective January 1, 2026. SB 8 
requires sheriffs in larger counties to partner with ICE via the 
287(g) program for immigration checks in jails, with grants 
available for smaller counties. HB 149 establishes the Texas AI 
Council, sets transparency and consumer protection standards 
for AI, bans harmful uses, and promotes balanced innovation. 
SB 38 streamlines evictions of squatters and unauthorized 
occupants while preserving due process for property owners. 
Tax relief measures (HB 9 and others) raise the business 
personal property exemption to $125,000, prohibit post-disaster 
tax rate increases without voter approval, and extend Research 
and Development credits.  
The Texas Education Freedom Accounts (TEFA) school choice 
program begins for the 2026-27 school year with ~$1 billion 
initial funding to serve 80,000–100,000 students. Open to all 
eligible Texas families, it prioritizes lower-income (below 
500% FPL) and disabled students via strict tiers and lottery if 

applications exceed capacity. Private school/provider applications 
opened December 2025. Family applications run February 4 to 
March 17, 2026, with awards notified around May 1 and funds 
available July 1. Amounts: up to ~$10,000+ for private tuition, and 
$2,000 for homeschooling.  
A summer 2025 special session redrew congressional maps to 
create additional Republican-leaning districts. In December 
2025, the U.S. Supreme Court granted a stay on a lower court 
injunction, allowing the maps to proceed for 2026 elections (no 
changes to state legislative districts).  
Remember to VOTE in the March 3rd primary elections! U.S. 
Senate incumbent John Cornyn faces challengers  including 
Ken Paxton and Wesley Hunt. The Attorney General primary 
features Republicans Joan Huffman, Mayes Middleton, Aaron 
Reitz, and Chip Roy. Other statewide and legislative races also 
have competitive and open contests. Check personalized 
ballots and candidate details at the Texas Tribune interactive 
tool or your county Republican Party website. Let’s turn out 
strong, and keep Texas RED! 

 
Visit www.northwestforestrepublicanwomen.org for useful information and informative articles. 

This is not an endorsement by the President, the Campaign Chair, or the Club. It is information for members to be engaged and stay informed. Pol. Ad. paid for by Northwest 
Forest RW PAC, Gaynell Lira, PAC Treasurer, 15455 Canterbury Forest, Apt. 314, Tomball, TX 77377. Contributions are not federal tax deductible as charitable 
contributions. Corporate contributions are not permitted. Solicitations made by federal candidates and officeholders are limited by federal law. The federal candidates and 
officeholders are soliciting only donations of up to $2800 from individuals and up to $5000 from multi-candidate political committees. They are not soliciting donations in any 
amount from corporations, labor organizations, national banks, federal contractors, or foreign nationals.  

January 26:  NWFRW Board Meeting, 6:30 PM, GHWB Community Center, 6827 Cypresswood Drive, Spring, TX 77379  
February 6: Reservation Deadline, 9:00 AM, Lunch Reservations link  HERE 
February 9: NWFRW General Meeting, 11:30 AM, Shirley Acres, 217 Woerner Road, Houston, TX 77090 
February 12:  NWFRW “The Honorable Roast” Fundraiser, 6:00 PM, Northgate Country Club, 17110 Northgate Forest Drive, 77068 
February 19:  NWFRW “Meet-the-Candidates,” 5:00 – 7:00 PM, Thistle Draftshop, 5210 FM 2920, Suite 100, Spring, TX 77388 

LEGISLATIVE                                                          Pat Fass

PICTURE GALLERY                                January Meeting

https://www.northwestforestrepublicanwomen.org/luncheon-form/


PLEASE PRINT 

Name:  Date 

Home Address:    

City/Zip:  Subdivision: 

Registered Voter?* Yes Your Senate District # Birthday (Month & Day) 
(Must be Registered Voter to join)* 

Home Phone: Work Phone: 

Cell Phone:*  Occupation:* 

Email Address:*   Spouse’s Name: 
(NWFRW Newsletter and information, including National and State Federations, news is sent to you by email.) 

Membership Fees: 

Primary $45 New ____Renew____ Check#________Cash ____Credit ____Badge $10 ____ 

Associate $30 New ____Renew____ Check#________Cash ____Credit ____Badge $10 ____ 
(Available to men and to women who are primary members of another Federated Republican Women’s club) 

NWFRW offers many opportunities to volunteer. Please let us know your interests and your skills: 
Please check the following committee(s) on which you may wish to serve: 

□ Americanism – Promote Patriotism
□ Historian – Compile a scrapbook for the President’s term of office
□ Hospitality – Meet and greet members and/or collect money for luncheon
□ Legislative – Track pending Bills in the Texas Legislature and Congress
□ Membership – Record membership and plan occasional events
□ Phone – Relay information to members
□ Political Activities – Assist with getting Republicans elected to office and informing membership
□ Publicity – Disseminate NWFRW information to the community
□ Scholarship – Annual NWFRW Priscilla Petty $1,500 Scholarship
□ Voter Registration – Be deputized voter registrar
□ Ways & Means – Help plan and execute a biennial fundraiser

Skills: 
Attention to Details Bookkeeping 

Marketing  Organizational Skills Planning Public Speaking Other 

Signature:* Member who referred you:  

*Required to comply with the Texas Ethics Commission and publication of our members’ info in our Directory.

Please mail this form with your check, payable to “NWFRW PAC” to: 
Kathy Crosby, 2nd Vice President Membership

2 Oak Hollow Circle, Cypress, TX 77429
Political Advertising paid for by Northwest Forest Republican Women PAC 

NORTHWEST FOREST REPUBLICAN WOMEN 
202� MEMBERSHIP & RENEWAL DUES FORM 
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